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The Impact of Scientific Research Fund Management Policy

Tightened on the Income of University Research Funds

HA Wei, ZHANG Xin-yue

(Graduate School of Education, Peking University)

Abstract: The Ministry of Education responded positively, and promulgated three
policies standardizing the management of social science research funds in universities at the
end of 2012. These three policies claim that all horizontal and vertical funds should be
included in the school financial management system. This paper uses these three policies as a
natural experiment, and selects the panel data of 73 MOE-administrated universities from the
statistical analysis in 2008-2016, which published by the Department of Social Sciences of the
Ministry of Education. We apply the Comparative Interrupted Time Series (CITS)
methodology to estimate the policy impact on the input of social science research funds and
its structure. And we want to analyze the differentials of different time period between the
vertical and horizontal research funds. The results show that this policy has significant
impact on the horizontal research funds. its amount as well as proportion decreased
significantly. After the revolution, the horizontal amount has decreased 5% per year and the
proportion decreased 2. 8% per year. And it falls faster after the implementation of the

[~
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policy than before. In addition, there is no significant difference between the “985” colleges

=2

and the non-“985” colleges in the response to the policy.
Key words: research funding management policy tightened; MOE-administrated
universities; vertical and horizontal research fund; amount and structure; comparative

interrupted time series (CITS)
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