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B R it , M1 PR 2 PR AR IR BRAE 7E 22 - 40 % ¢

T3l TSR . A W HE T LR T A B S A
B T MRS BN o X T HA BN S , AR
WD — A Bl HAE A% (0.5 — 4 4F) BRI 5% , (ER XS T4 LU (9 56 39
TR EA X PR ZES 3T S AR MU EREBA BE R, HE/NTF 0.5 -4
ARIXMOE AR T TE A L R, LR AU R AL, (HR A AL
WAL RS A/ ME RS L IA B RHE AR /D, i HUEXE 0.5 - 4 4F 3 Rl
REWERA RE N o WA T — P AF R FRAE 1E 26 -35 % (R 3 19 B
003 ) —— X AMAFR BUA LA AT REF A A /N 2, S H I A AE
X IEBRA B ERNEOT , FR R AEXT 0.5 -4 AR R h A A 3%
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FISENE o K SEHR FATT S AT B by A (55K — B2 Wi e A AR i el A X T AT T+
A3 R B LRI, T X M2 et T 5 (FR 2 5 ) BRI H B i
Ja 23 1 C AR5 T AR 22 BB 9 A Ao D D 1 S LI A
Mo BRI ZIHAS B o e — B0 A AB0R /b 2R TR AT
FEMIZEE, RN T 0.5 -4 SRR A E R

K3 EFRBOMEFL/AFRREIBHMHESR

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
B L
TR ZEA TR A
PAELIT 0.5 -4 4F S4E+ HAERLIT 0.5 -4 4F S4E+
A 22 40 %
children -0.001 -0.036"""-0.026""" -0.001" -0.034"""-0.019 """
(0.001) (0.002) (0.002)  (0.001) (0.002) (0.002)
primchng 0.009°*  0.017 0.025"*  0.009"** -0.004 0.003
(0.004) (0.011) (0.010) (0.004) (0.010) (0.009)
Children * primchng 0.000 -0.052"""-0.032""" 0.000 -0.029""" -0.003
(0.004) (0.011) (0.010)  (0.003) (0.010) (0.009)
R, 0.018 0.143 0.075 0.018 0. 144 0.075
125080 141072 136677 125080 141072 136677
B. 26 -35 %
Children * primchng 0.001 -0.037"" -0.018 -0.004 -0.011 -0.001
(0.005) (0.015) (0.014) (0.004) (0.014) (0.013)
R, 0.018 0.094 0.080 0.018 0.095 0.080
N 62260 71429 69478 62260 71429 69478
C. 26 -35 %
Primchng * one child 0.002  -0.021 -0.011 -0.005  0.002 0. 006
(0.005) (0.015) (0.014) (0.005) (0.014) (0.013)
Primchng = 2 children -0.003 -0.051"" 0.003 0. 005 -0.025 -0.002
(0.007) (0.023) (0.019)  (0.005) (0.019) (0.017)
Primchng * 3 children ~ —-0.061  —0.084 -0.244 -0.006  0.050 0. 003
(0.076) (0.059) (0.173) (0.020) (0.061) (0.072)
R, 0.018 0.087 0.075 0.018 0.088 0.075
N 62195 71041 69185 62127 70971 69114

T, won s SPBIRERTE 10% 5% F1 1% WK B8 . #H K04 14 R /N
FRUT.
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The Primary School Merger Program and the Migration

Behavior of Rural Residents

XING Chun-bing

(Business School, Beijing Normal University )

Abstract: A large number of village primary schools in rural China were closed in the last two
decades. This paper studies the impact of the reduction in the number of primary schools on the
migration decision of rural residents. First, using two nationally representative micro datasets, we
find that the decline in the number of primary schools per capita between 2000 and 2004 increased
the probability of migration for rural residents. Exploring the heterogeneous effects, we find that
the migration of households with primary-school-age children is more sensitive to the relocation of
primary schools, and that the effect is stronger for families with boys than those with girls. All
these results suggest that human capital investment motive and regional education policy play an
important role in China’ s urbanization process.

Key words: School merger program; migration; rural China
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