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A Review of Domestic Research on the Balanced

Development of Compulsory Education

LI Xiang-yun, YANG Tong,SU Yang

(School of Finance and Taxation, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract: Domestic scholars have carried out a lot of research on the connotation and evalua-
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tion index of balanced development of compulsory education, measurement of equilibrium degree
and measures to promote balanced development. By sorting out these studies, we find that most of
them simply regard the balanced compulsory education as the balanced allocation of resources. On
this basis, many scholars choose the evaluation index to measure equilibrium degree of balanced
development of compulsory education and put forward policy suggestions. This paper argues that
the balanced allocation of resources is not equal to balanced education results or quality, and the
existing research is flawed. Future research should define the balanced development of compulsory
education as balanced education results or quality clearly. At the same time, we should clarify the
relationship between education resources and education results. Then, seek the optimal allocation
of resources to achieve certain education results and use a variety of methods to estimate the cost of
education. On this basis, we can build financial security policy of “demand — oriented” balanced
development of compulsory education.

Key words: balanced development of compulsory education; allocation of resources; educa-

tion results; literature review
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The External Returns to Education in Urban China

LIU Ze-yun

(School of Economics and Business Administration/Capital Institute for Economics of Education,

Beijing Normal University)

Abstract; Based on the data from the national 1% sample survey on population in 2005, this
paper estimates the external returns to education in urban China. The IV results show that one year
increase in prefecture — level average education could increase individual wage by between 35 and
38% , and one percentage point increase in the supply of college graduates could increase individ-
ual wage by between 3.1 and 3.6% . It also found that the external returns to education are higher
in the province — level than in the prefecture — level, and are higher for well — educated employees
than for less — educated employees.
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