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Can Education Improve the Quality of Life of the Chinese Elderly?
Evidence from the CLHLS 2005-2011 Panel Data

YE Xiao-mei, LIANG Wen-yan

(Institute of Education Economics/ Capital Institute for Economics of Education,Beijing Normal University)

Abstract: Based on the Chinese Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey (CLHLS) data from
2005 to 2011, using the panel data regression method to analyze the relationship between education
and the elderly life quality. The results; (1) We analyze the elderly quality of life from the mate-
rial life quality, spiritual life quality and health, and education significantly improves the elderly
life quality of each dimension. (2) When compared with the elderly in rural areas, urban elderly
quality of life is significantly higher. In terms of spiritual life quality, material life quality and psy-
chological state of health, the impact of education on the elderly in urban areas is greater. (3) It
is further proved that education has the stability and universality to the elderly quality of life when
introducing the education years of robustness test. In short, education has positive influence on the
Chinese elderly quality of life, the elderly who are vulnerable groups with no education or in rural
should get more social attention and policy supports.

Key words: education; elderly people; quality of life; panel data logistic model
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