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et al. , 2015), Epstein(1995)Xf Z K2 A7 71158, HPhA WA LR EE
MIYERE . (DRCH: FE2FRE Bl 22 R R 4 5 Th S AU m) 289 (2) FKBE=F
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Parental Involvement and Students’ Academic

Achievement in Western China

ZHU Yu-qi, CHANG Fang, SHI Yao-jiang

(Center for Experimental Economics in Education, Shaanxi Normal University)

Abstract: Parental involvement and students’ academic achievement are closely related.
This study collected the information of 3245 students from grade 3 to grade 6 in 68 primary
schools in Xianyang and Weinan prefecture in Shaanxi province. The purpose of this paper is
to analyze the association between parental involvement and students’ academic achievement
by Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression analysis. Results show that there is a positive
relationship between parents communicating with their children concerning their studies and
students’ academic achievement. The relationship between parental involvement and
students’ achievement is more significant for non-left-behind children than left-behind
children. Findings, to some extent, will provide feasible solutions for how to improve the
academic achievement of primary students in western China.

Key words: parental involvement; student’s academic achievement; grade; left-behind

children
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those college students are in vocational colleges and independent higher education institutions. (2)

They do not have decent jobs, and they have a relatively lower rate of employment. Only 2/
3 of these out-of-school sample students have jobs, but all at the lower end of the service
sector with an average monthly wage ranging between 2500-3000RMB. About 10% of them
is reported to have been self-employed and some 13-21% jobless. (3) A majority of them are
still staying in Beijing. More than two thirds of those enrolled in vocational high schools and
more than 30% of those enrolled in colleges as well as 75% of those jobless out-of-school
migrant students are in Beijing. (4) Some of those sample migrant students have begun to
have their own children. This means that migrant children are starting the reproduction of a
new generation of the same social status. The study also analyzes the institutional reasons
for the “failed education dream”, “cheap vocation dream” and “stubborn dream of staying in
Beijing” among migrant students, and its policy implications.

Key words: privately-run migrant schools; migrant students; education after junior

high schools; employment
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