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The Difference of Urban-rural Intergenerational Education Mobility

YANG Juan', YANG Yu’

(1. Business School/Capital Institute for Economics of Education, Beijing Normal University;

2. Business School, Beijing Normal University)

Abstract: The existing research results on the urban-rural differences in the
intergenerational education are mostly aimed at revealing the great differences between urban
and rural intergenerational flows and put forward corresponding policy suggestions.
However, the formation of intergenerational flow of urban and rural education is a
continuous process. Considering the lack of analysis of the reasons for the formation of
differences, it is difficult to really put forward targeted policy recommendations. Based on
the Chinese Household Income Project Survey in 2002 and 2013 (CHIP2002/2013), this
paper further estimates the current situation and the changing trend of the development of
intergenerational flow of urban and rural education in China and analyzes the impact of the
educational policy on the gap between urban and rural education. Data analysis shows that
the current gap between urban and rural education is expanding and intergenerational flow in
rural area is rapidly growing. The reason for this phenomenon is mainly related to the
growing importance of educational investment of the family, the soft power gap between
urban and rural education and the huge gap between rich and poor in rural areas.

Key words: intergenerational education mobility; urban-rural difference; family

educational expenditure
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