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Research on the Rational Assignment between Powers of Governments

and Spending Obligations of Compulsory Education in China

LI Xiang-yun,' LU Yue-ru?, LEI Yu-qi

(School of Public Finance and Taxation, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract: Compulsory education is an important area where the state council has called

for priority to the reform of the assignment between powers of governments and spending

obligations. The existing research about how to promote the reform is not systematic
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enough, and the practice in other countries is also difficult to draw on. This paper argues
that compulsory education is a common power of government, and its spending obligations
should be shared by multilevel government. According to the responsibilities of the existing
educational institutions, it clarifies the specific contents of powers of governments and
spending obligations, and tries to construct a classification framework. On this basis, it
points out that there are some problems such as irrationality and unclarity in the assignment
between powers of governments and spending obligations of the compulsory education, and
the lack of incentive to local governments in the sharing mechanism of the spending
obligations. Finally, it gives a list of proposals for the rational assignment between powers
of governments and spending obligations of compulsory education in China.

Key words: Multilevel Government, Compulsory Education, Powers of Governments.,

Spending Obligations, Rational Assignment
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