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Education or Training: Which Kind of Human Capital can

Promote Teachers’ Professional Development?

ZHANG Xue-min!, WEI Ji-fei®
(1. Center for studies of Education and Psychology of Minorities in southwest University;

2. School of Education of southwest University)

Abstract: Using micro survey data, based on the limited two-way truncation model,
this paper researched the effect of different kinds of human capital, career training and
formal education on teacher professional development from the supply side of education. The
research also shows that the effect of training on teachers’ professional development has an
obvious advantage over that of education, and it has a certain substitution effect to formal
education. Compared with teaching achievements, formal education has a stronger effect on
teachers’ professional emotions, which means the cultural human capital is the main channel
for cultivating teachers’ professional emotions. For teachers including the village teachers,
the effect of training on their professional development is higher than that of formal
education. Generally speaking, the effect of training on rural teachers is much greater than
that of urban teachers. Accordingly, the corresponding policies should be put forward from
five aspects.

Key Words: teachers’ professional development; human capital; education; training
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