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Al ST B E AT B HE 0, P 2 0 90E 58 (Swell and Shah,
1968; Strand and Winston, 2008; Rothon et al. , 2011), Jf4 %27 &b
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VR A 22 5%, MR R EE Z A 1) SUAL AR [ s

SRS 5 R AR AT LA B 26 B 4 & 22 R FFHR & (Coleman, 1988) 1y
FIEH DA, MIERERA I N HKIE LT TRA . SR AT TEA
=Ry Hh REEH SR ARMA T RE G, THIRR AR S T ZE K FR
t, REKRLCBATIRA ., AR LKA, b 7 X ks |
SRR MIMGH, FLogifELL A BE R 55 A AR Sk 25 . DRI et
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RIEBARERZRSZMEN, I HEE RN R LR W #H Z b s E 2
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The Intermediary Factors of Family Background
Affects the Students’ Development

YANG Zhong-chao

(Department of School Management, National Academy of Education Administration)

Abstract: The influence of family background on student development has been

acknowledged by many researchers and aroused widespread concern about the underlying
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mechanisms of this impact. It is helpful for us to understand and realize educational equity,
and even promote intergenerational mobility by opening up the “black box” that family
background influences the development of students, and revealing the process of this impact.
Based on the Chinese Education Tracking Survey (2013—2014) data, this study empirically
examines the impact of parental involvement and self-education expectations on student
development and its mediating role. Student s’development includes both cognitive and non-
cognitive skills. Cognitive ability test scores and school adaptability scores were used as
measurement indicators. The study found that, on the one hand, family background,
parental involvement and self-education expectations of students have a significant direct
impact on students’ cognitive and non-cognitive ability performance; on the other hand,
parental involvement and student self-education expectations are both mediating factors
between family background and students’ development, namely the existence of “family
background-parent involvement-student self-education expectation-students’ non-cognitive
ability”. But this medium path is not significant in the impact on students’ cognitive
performance. Thus, in addition to the direct impact, family background also affects the
development of children indirectly through the parents’ involvement and their children’s self-
expectations. This indirect influence may be even more profound and lasting. This result
provides empirical support for the emphasis on family education and parental involvement in
education.

Key words: family background; school adaptability; parental involvement; self-

expectations; mediating role
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