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The Concept and Policy Evolution of China’s Compulsory Education
Financial Equity in the Past 40 Years of Reform and Opening-up

LI Xiang-yun, LEI Yu-qi. ZOU Le

(School of Finance and Taxation Information, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract: This paper reviews the process of promoting financial equity of compulsory
education in the past 40 years after reform and opening-up step by step in China, from
solving the problem of difficulties and expensiveness of going to school to solving the
problem of going to high-quality school. The study found that with the evolution of the
concept of financial equity of compulsory education in China, the government could make
appropriate institutional arrangements according to the institutional environment at that

time, and basically satisfy people’s demands for financial equity of compulsory education in

different stages. To implement the proposal of 19th CPC National Congress “Strive to
give every child with fair and quality education”, as for compulsory education, Several key
issues must be addressed, namely, establishing the minimum compulsory education quality
standards for each student that are agreed upon, identifying the composition of resources for
each school to meet the set minimum education quality standards, and accurately estimating
its cost. On this basis, establish the compulsory education financial security system based on
the cost required to meet the minimum education quality standard.

Key words: compulsory education; financial equity; concept evolution; policy

adjustments
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