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From Dan-wei Based Provision to Openness:
An Historical Review on the Early Childhood Eduction Development in
the Past 40 Years of Reform and Opening-up

ZENG Xiao-dong!, LIU Li?
(1. Facuty of Education, Beijing Normal University;

2. College of Preschool Education, Capital Normal University)

Abstract: In reviewing early childhood education in China in last 40 years, it shows
dramatic development in size as any other part in the society. Meanwhile, it also reflects the
results of economic reform from planned economy to market economy in term of its changed

provision pattern. In the process of transforming from Dan-wei oriented to multi-provision,
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the ECE in China has been put into the transforming track and has to advised itself to adopt
to the changing circumstances. This article provides two conclusions by describing the trend
of ECE institutions change in size and by analyzing the related policy context in last 40 years.
They are: (1) based on the challenges and problems existed in current ECE in China, a
problem-solution policy making should be ended and start a systematic design based on family
perspective to facilitate dual policy objectives: supporting female labor participation and
children’s early development. (2) ECE policy is expected go beyond the past administration,
which is based on the public-private division and hierarchical relationship, to management the
ECE in the way of separating the administration, operation and monitoring.

Key words: dan-wei welfare, multi-provision, historical review, early

childhood education
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