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Ascribed or Achieved Factor .
What Affects Undergraduates’ Employability?

MA Yong-xia, Zhang Xue

(School of Humanity and Social Science, Beijing Institute of Technology)

Abstract: The difficulty of college graduates employment has been widely concerned by
all communities, and the key to unlocking this problem is the employability of college
students. Some researches explored the influencing factors of employability from the
perspective of higher education, but there is lack of the ascribed and achieved factors from
the perspective of sociology. Based on the undergraduate survey data of 20 universities in
China, this study analyzes the factors affecting the employability of college students by using
status attainment model. The study found that the ascribed and the achieved factors affect
the employability of college students, and the influence of the achieved factors is greater than
the ascribed factors. Among the achieved factors, the influence of personal effort is higher
than that of higher education. Among the ascribed factors, the background factor reflected
by family income, parents’ professional class and education level, not only directly affect the
employability of college students, but also indirectly affect the employability through the
level of universities and the quality of higher education. The background factors also
indirectly affect the employability of college students through personal efforts, and the
students with middle-income family, with low educated and low professional status parents
have the greatest effect of relying on personal efforts to improve employability. Finally, it’s
suggested that strengthen individual efforts, improve higher education quality, help the
disadvantaged students and attach importance to education equity.

Key words: undergraduates; employability; ascribed factor: achieved factor
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