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Education, National Quality and Social Conflict

LIANG Feng

(Antai College of Economics and Management, Shanghai Jiao Tong University)

Abstract: For a long time, social science research on the function of education in the
modern social system has mainly focused on economic field. At a micro level, the research
mainly focuses on “material” and “non-material” return of education to individuals. In fact,
education has important impact on both economy and society. Therefore, exploring the
impact of education on social conflicts from micro level has great value. The study on
education’s mediating effect on social conflicts should not only focus on economic factor, but
also on non-economic factor such as national quality. Only in this way can we explain the
reason of social conflicts represented by group event more comprehensively. Based on
empirical analysis with the data of CGSS, it is indicated that the degree of interviewees’
participation in group event will be reduced with the raise of education level. At the same
time, education has impact on social conflicts and national quality is one of the mediating
variables. This shows that education can not only promote economic development, but also
play a positive role in social development. The above-mentioned research has two policy
implications. Firstly, when formulating policies to maintain social stability, the government
should not only consider the strategic and instrumental nature of group event, but also pay
more attention to the deeper problems affecting China’s social order, such as core values of
society and national quality. Correspondingly, in the work of preventing and resolving social
conflicts, the government should make full use of education’s function on improving national
quality. That is to say, the government should maintain social stability through the
development of education. Secondly, improving national quality should be one of the main
objectives of government’s work. Chinese people should not only have strong physique,
master rich cultural knowledge and science and technology, but also should have right
values, noble morality and good consciousness of norm. The government should not care for
this but lose that in the process of improving national quality.

Key words: education; national quality; social conflict; group event
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