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An Empirical Study on the Labor Market Segmentation of Primary and
Secondary School Teachers Based on Survey Data of Beijing City

LAI De-xin

(Center of Teacher Research, Beijing Academy of Educational Sciences)

Abstract: Teachers are the key power to realize modernization of education and an
important guarantee to implement the strategy of rejuvenating the country through science
and education in China. A high-quality teacher team is inseparable from the cultivation of the
teacher labor market. Thus It is of great significance to study the problems of teacher labor
market to promote the development of teacher team. Relevant researches have focused more
on the segmentation of the labor market of teachers in colleges and universities, while there
are relatively few researches on the segmentation of the labor market of teachers in primary
and secondary schools. This paper uses sample survey data to make an empirical analysis on
the segmentation of the labor market of primary and secondary school in Beijing. The results
show that there is significant status of labor market segmentation between urban-rural and
school-quality. Specifically, there are three distinct segmentation features: urban-rural,
school-quality and economic development regions. In terms of return to education, there are
significant differences in return to education between urban-rural and high-weak quality
school, and the degree of difference of return to education in high-weak school decreases
gradually with the improvement of regional economic development level. In order to break
the segmentation of primary and secondary school teacher labor market, establish an open
and free labor market for teachers, this paper proposes to further adjust funds input system
of rural compulsory education in China and break the support policies of high-quality schools.

Key words: teachers’ salaries; teacher labor market; labor market segmentation; return

to education; Mincer Earning Function
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