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Migrant Children, Left-behind Children and Their Academic

Performance: Evidence from CEPS

SUN Dan

(Faculty of Education, Central China Normal University)

Abstract: based on China Education Panel Survey (CEPS), this essay analyses the
difference of academic performance between migrant children and left-behind children by
using the instrument variable to eliminate the endogeneity of the model. The results show
that. firstly, migrant children perform worse than their peers in all subjects except the
Chinese test. Secondly, it seems that migrant children who come from low-economic-status
families suffer more from the migrant experience and the high level of economic of the family
has positive impact on the performance of their children to some extent. This paper has
direct reference significance to the education decision of rural families and important policy
significance to promote the balanced development of urban and rural compulsory education.

Key words: rural children; migrant children; left-behind children; academic

performance; IV estimate
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