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FEFE
(0. 203) (2. 350) (0. 144) (0.939)
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ML P
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- —3.269" 66.591"* —3.216"* 66. 418"
fg el
(1.143) (9.531) (1. 442) (9. 546)
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The Influence of Parent-child Separation on the Development of Children:
Evidence from the Survey of Migrant Children in Beijing

LI Bo, YIN Lu

(School of Public Administration, Nanjing University of Finance and Economics)

Abstract: Different roles of parents will lead to different effects on children’s
development, the particularity of parent-child separation model of migrant children provides
a good quasi-experimental scenario for us to study the difference between father and mother’s
influence on children. Based on the survey data for the fourth-grade students from 2367
migrant students of 160 classes in 2016—2017, this paper discusses the influence of parent-
child separation on children’s development from the perspective of academic performance,
non-cognitive development and physical health. The descriptive statistics of data shows
7.01% of students separate from father and 4. 48% of students separate from mother. Based
on the Seemingly Unrelated Regression Estimation Model, the results show separation from
mother has significant negative influence on children’s academic performance and physical
health, meanwhile separation from father has significant negative influence on children’s
non-cognitive ability. The heterogeneity analysis shows that the mother separation effects of
academic performance for boys is higher than that of girls, but father separation effects of
non-cognitive ability for girls is higher than that of boys. Thus, our study, to some extent,
proved that father and mother play different roles in the development of children under family
structure. The absence of father or mother both have adverse effects on children’s
development. Finally, the paper puts forward relevant policy and recommendations.

Key words: parent-child separation; academic performance; non-cognitive development;

physical health
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