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Estimation of The Minimum Education Cost for Achieving Fair and
Quality Compulsory Education;: Taking Primary Schools

in B County, Hubei Province as an Example

LI Xiang-yun. ZHOU Yun

(School of Public Finance and Taxation, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract: As for compulsory education, to achieve the aim that “(We should) work hard
to make every child enjoy a fair and quality education”, which was put forward by the 19th
National Congress of the Communist Party of China(CPC), it’s necessary to estimate the
amount of education cost required by each school. Taking primary schools in B county, H
province as an example, this paper uses the cost function method to estimate the minimum
education cost required for each primary school in the county to reach the county’s given
education quality standards. It is found that the actual financial allocations of most schools
are much lower than the minimum education costs required to meet the quality standards set
by the county; the minimum education cost required for compulsory education schools
increases with the increase of educational quality standards; when the schools meet the same
educational quality standard, the minimum education cost for rural schools is higher than
that for urban schools. So, in order to improve the quality of compulsory education in the
county, it is necessary to set educational quality standards within the financially affordable
scope; adjust the responsibility of central and local governments for compulsory education
expenditures, further increase the financial input of compulsory education, and
appropriately tilt to rural schools.

Key words: compulsory education; quality and equity; education costs; estimation
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