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How Do Family Backgrounds Influence on Students’ College
Admission Method: An Equity Study in the Context of
Multiple Admission Reform

MA Li-ping, BU Shang-cong

(School of Education/Institute of Educational Economic Research, Peking University)

Abstract: Based on survey data of three freshmen cohorts at an elite university in China,
this paper analyzes the influence of students’ family background on their college admission by
setting up multiple econometric regression models. The main results show that students
with better family background are more likely to be admitted by Independent Admission,
Recommendation Admission and Specialty Admission, compared with traditional Gaokao;
students with better family background and lower Gaokao scores are more likely to be
admitted by Independent Admission for students with special talents and comprehensive
ability respectively; there is no much difference in family background and Gaokao scores
between rural student admitted by Gaokao and by Independent Admission for rural students.
These findings indicate that multiple admission reform at the elite university does not
improve overall equity in admission.

Key words: college admission; admission equity; independent admission; independent

admission for rural students; multiple college admission
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