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Differences between Urban and Rural Students and among
Family Classes in Higher Education Enrollment Opportunities:

Based on the Survey of Five Provincial Universities

XIA Xue!'s WEI Xing?
(1. Faculty of Education. Northeast Normal University;

2. School of Engineering, Changchun Vocational Institute of Technology)

Abstract; China’s expansion of higher education entrance scale does not necessarily mean
the corresponding ascending of admission opportunity fair level. This article focuses on the
differences between urban and rural areas, and among various family classes in the
perspective of provincial colleges and universities enrollment opportunities. And it emphases
on family factors that affecting the university entrance exam. Based on 3021 sample size of
students from five provincial universities in China, the authors analyse admission
opportunity equity with generation rate and regression model through three aspects, 1)
differences between urban and rural areas, 2) differences among parents’ jobs, and 3)
influencing factors for admission score. The main findings are. 1)Rural students of colleges
and universities mainly distributes in the regular universities. The governments’ efforts to
increase rural students at colleges and universities has shown the result in provincial colleges
and universities. 2)Parents’ education levels and class factors affect children’s achievement
of the university entrance exam most among all family factors. The government may
reinforce in increasing the enrollment of rural students and poverty students among key
universities, Moreover, education extension is necessary. With the implementation of free
compulsory education policy, to popularize high school education, and to increase the
proportion of higher education enrollment are beneficial for future generation cultivation and
development.

Key words: differences between urban and rural areas; differences among family

classes; university students; provincial universities; equity
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