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Risk of Higher Education Investment: Based on
the Mismatch between Education and Work

SHENG Shi-ming, CHENG Qiang

(School of Education Science, Shangrao Normal University)

Abstract: The risk of higher education investment comes from the mismatch between
education and work, which are mainly manifested as over education, skill mismatch,
horizontal mismatch, skill obsolescence and unemployment. The differences in individual
abilities, the quality of university institutions and the unpredictability of changes in the labor
market are the main factors that cause these risks. Under the background of current
economic downturn, the fundamental way to improve the match between education and work
is to improve the employability of college students from the perspective of supply-side
reform. Based on defining the connotation of students’ employability, this study puts
forward some policy suggestions to resolve the investment risk of higher education from the
aspects of fund guarantee, faculty construction, specialty and curriculum setting, teaching
method reform, practice teaching improvement and curriculum assessment.

Key words: education-work mismatch; higher education; investment; risk
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