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How to Promote College Students to Return Home to Start a Business?

—A Probe into the Motivation of Rural College Students Returning Home to Start a Business

MA Yong-xia, WANG Fei-yue

(School of Humanity and Social Science. Beijing Institute of Technology)

Abstract: This article investigates the rural college students who have the tendency to
return to their hometown to start a business. Using the research methods of qualitative
interviews and questionnaire surveys, the model constructs and analyzes the influencing
factors of college students’ motivation to return to their hometown to start a business. We
found that: (1) rural students’ motivation to return to their hometown to start a business
can be divided into four dimensions: demand motivation, achievement motivation, responsibility
motivation, and environmental opportunity; (2)college students attach great importance of
environmental opportunities, followed by demand motivation and responsibility motivation
and achievement motivation; (3) college students’ personal background, academic background
and family background have a significant influence on the motivation of returning home to start a
business. We recommend that while strengthening the self-cultivation of entrepreneurial
abilities for rural college students, colleges and the government should provide differentiated
and targeted assistance measures for rural college students with different motivations to
attract college students to return to their hometowns to start businesses activity.

Key words: rural college students; returning home to start a business; entrepreneurial

motivation
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