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The International Trend of Investment and

Cost Sharing in Preschool Education since 2000
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Abstract: With the development of social economy and the deepening of research. the
importance of preschool education has been universally recognized internationally. After

entering this century, preschool education has become the focus of educational development
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in many countries. Since 2000, what changes have taken place in preschool education funding
and government share in various countries? How are the burdens shared among governments
at different levels? How do countries provide financial subsidies for private preschool
education? Based on the analysis of OECD and UNESCO statistical data, we found that:
first, the level of international preschool education investment has gradually increased, and
the total investment in preschool education in most OECD countries and BRICS countries has
increased significantly as a percentage of GDP; second, most UNESCO economies and all
BRICS countries, the proportion of fiscal preschool education expenditure in GDP and the
proportion of total fiscal education expenditure has increased significantly; third, the
proportion of the government’s share of preschool education costs has increased steadily, and
most of the OECD countries are mainly borne by the government. It is borne by the central
and middle-level governments; fourth, many countries have formulated and implemented
financial subsidy policies for private preschool education; fifth, the preschool education
investment and cost sharing between countries and regions vary greatly, among UNESCO
economies the difference is still expanding, but the difference between OECD countries is
shrinking significantly. Our country should learn from the international experience of
preschool education investment and cost sharing, increase the level of preschool education
funding, increase the government’s share of preschool education costs, increase the ratio of
central and provincial governments’ share of preschool education funding, and increase the
budget for private kindergarten children subsidy.

Key words: preschool education; investment input; cost sharing; international trends
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