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Research on Spillover Effects of Private Tutoring from

the Perspective of Classmates: Empirical Study Based on CEPS

YANG Li

(Graduate School of Education, Peking University )

Abstract: Education equity has always been a high concern of our party and government.
In recent years, the opportunities for private tutoring are unevenly distributed among families
with different backgrounds, and the resulting educational equity has increasingly become the
focus of attention from all sectors of society. Many scholars have made in-depth research on
the influence of private tutoring on participants’ academic performance, but few scholars have
paid attention to the influence of private tutoring behavior of class peers on individual
performance and the relationship between this influence and educational equity. In view of
this, based on data of two periods of China Education Panel Survey, after overcoming the
endogenous and omitted variable problems by using instrumental variable method and school
fixed effect, this paper studies the spillover effects of private tutoring and its heterogeneity.
The results show that the effect of private tutoring has significant positive spillover on the
whole, and the higher the proportion of classmates participating in private tutoring, the
better their academic performances. Further analysis finds that the positive spillover effects of
classmates participating in private tutoring is limited to non-agricultural Hukou, only child
and students whose parents have received high school education; On the contrary, it has a
significant negative spillover effects on agricultural Hukou, non-only children and students
whose parents have not received high school education. The heterogeneity of spillover effects
aggravates the academic achievements gap of students from different backgrounds to a certain
extent. In order to promote education equity, while the government increases the supply of
high-quality higher education resources, it is necessary for schools and teachers to provide
free academic guidance for disadvantaged students, and key universities should appropriately
strengthen preferential policies to children from disadvantaged families when enrolling
students.

Key words: private tutoring; academic achievements; spillover effects; junior high

school students; instrumental variable method
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