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The Effect of Roommates on College Students’ Academic Performance

— Based on the Peer Effect of Random Dormitory Assignment

WANG Xue-song

(School of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: In this paper, we use OLS model to investigate the effect of peers’ academic
performance on individual performance based on the random experiment which assign
students to dormitory randomly. We find that the improvement of roommates’ performance
has a significant positive effect on individual performance. The longer the time spend
together in the university, the lower the degree of peer influence. There are significant
differences in the influence of peer effect on students of different learning levels, students of
different genders. The improvement of roommate’s academic performance has negative effect
on top students and middle students compared to general students. Boys are more likely to
benefit from the peer effect. The empirical study shows that the rational use of the peer
effect among students in the dormitory is an effective and important means to improve
students’ academic performance.

Key words: academic performance; peer effect; randomized experiment
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