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The Impact of the Merging of Universities on College
Admission Scores: Take the“Project 985” and“Project 211”

Universities in China as an Example

YANG Juan, ZHANG Zhuo-ran

(Business School, Beijing Normal University)

Abstract: From the end of the 20th century to the beginning of this century, a wave of
college mergers was launched in China, with more than 900 colleges and universities
participating in the reform, including 28 “Project 985” Universities and 47 “Project 2117
Universities. Admission scores are directly related to the quality of college students and an
important indicator of quality changes after the merger of colleges. This paper uses the data
of the college admission scores of 113 “Project 985” Universities and “Project 985”
Universities in China from 2001 to 2018, and uses a fixed effect model to consider the impact
of college mergers on admission scores. The empirical study shows that the merging of
colleges and universities reduced the minimum admission score and significantly increased the
average admission score. In addition, the admission scores are also significantly related to
the economic development level of the province where the university is located, college
admission matching mechanism and preference submission timing, the number of high
school graduates, the size of the merger, the merger of the medical school, the type of
merger, whether it is a local enrollment, and the enrollment area. Further research shows
that universities’ rankings play a mediating role between merging of universities and
admission scores.

Key words: merging of universities; college admission scores; universities’ rankings;

fixed effect model; panel data
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