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Math-Gender Stereotypes and Unequal Educational Expectation :

Evidence from China Education Panel Study
ZHAO Yu-hong, YANG Po

(Graduate School of Education/Institute of Economics of Education, Peking University)

Abstract: Education expectation is an important perspective to understand gender
inequality in educational attainment. Based on China Educational Panel Study of 2013/14,
this study investigates how math-gender stereotypes affect educational expectation of junior
high school students in China. The findings show that parental, community and self-gender-
stereotype can convert to relative advantage in educational expectation for male students and
relative disadvantage for females. Particularly, gender stereotypes in external environment
can influence parental educational expectation, student’s math standardized test scores, and
self-gender-stereotype, which in turn affect one’s educational expectation.

Key words: math-gender stereotypes, educational expectation, gender difference,

path analysis
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