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B BUR E 5 2 — (Department of Education, 2000), ffiTREA [ % )= 1 %t
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Ready: Helping All Students Succeed Beyond High School , Hoboken: Jossey— Bass.
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The Effect of Parent Engagement on Their Children’s College Readiness
—A Field Survey of Senior High School Students From

Four Counties in East China
WANG Wei-ping

(School of Education, Hangzhou Normal University)

Abstract;: College readiness is a powerful indicator to predict students’ successful
transition from high school to university, but there is no systematic research on this topic in
China. Based on the parental involvement theory and self-determination theory, this study
uses the data from a survey of senior high school students in four counties in east China, to
explore the influence of engagement on their children’s college readiness and its mechanism.
We found that the degree and quality of parent engagement were only related to family
cultural capital measured by an independent desk and parents’ education level. Multiple
linear regression results confirmed that parental involvement could effectively improve
children’s college readiness, but there is heterogeneity. Academic rewards are more useful
for families with high cultural capital, and academic penalties are more useful for families
with low cultural capital. Parents’ academic encouragement and discussions with their
children about what is going on at school have a more robust effect on college readiness.
Furthermore, the mediating mechanism test based on the structural equation model found
that homework related parents’ academic participation could not improve their children’s
educational expectations and thus their college readiness. Therefore, we believe that the
daily academic participation of parents requires renewed vigilance, focusing on engagement
strategies and skills, and paying attention to children’s non-cognitive abilities. For
disadvantaged families, schools should make up for their disadvantages in college
preparation.

Key words: parents’ engagement; college readiness; senior high school students; educational

expectations; county high school
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