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Did Earthquake Reduce the Attractiveness of Cities?
The Impact of Wenchuan Earthquake on College

Graduates’ Job Location Choice
CAO Yulian', YANG Po*, ZHENG Shi-lin*
(1. Graduate School of Education, Peking University;
2. Institute of Economics of Education, Peking University;

3. Institute of Quantitative & Technological Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: High human capital is an important force of economic development, and the
flow of high human capital will affect the pattern of regional economic development. Using
the data of the National College Graduates Employment Survey from 2003 to 2019, this
paper analyzes the impact of the Wenchuan Earthquake on college graduates’ job location
choice through the DID model. First, we find that after the Wenchuan Earthquake, the
probability of college graduates in Sichuan choosing to work in Sichuan decreased
significantly, and the students from other provinces decreased more than the students from
Sichuan, but this negative effect will not exist for a long time. Second, the higher academic
performance, the higher the probability of fleeing from Sichuan. And graduates from the
middle class were more likely to flee from Sichuan. Third, industries and positions where
labor demand expanded after the earthquake found it easier to retain Sichuan graduates, and
those who stayed enjoyed higher wages. This study enriches the relevant research on how
natural disasters affect labor mobility, and provides a policy basis for local governments to
strengthen investment in disaster prevention and mitigation and governments in disaster-
affected areas to introduce policies to attract talents.

Key words: Wenchuan Earthquake; natural hazard; labor mobility; college graduates;

job location choice
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