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Research Progress on the Effect of Educational

Intergenerational Mobility
ZHANG Nan

(Institute of Higher Education, Dalian University of Technology)

Abstract: Intergenerational mobility reflects the degree of openness of a society, and
the obstruction of intergenerational mobility may lead to social class conflicts and even social
inequality, however, the effect of intergenerational mobility on education is still
controversial. The article reviews the existing literature from three aspects: the connotation
and measurement of intergenerational mobility, the influencing factors of intergenerational
mobility, and the effect of intergenerational mobility in education, and finds that the
existing literature needs further improvement in the criteria of intergenerational stratification
and the measurement method of intergenerational mobility, and rarely examines the effect of
intergenerational mobility and the transmission mechanism behind higher education. Based on
this, this paper argues that setting reasonable intergenerational stratification criteria and
scientific intergenerational mobility measurement methods are the future research trends,
while the intergenerational mobility effect of higher education expansion and the transmission
mechanism behind it are the “black box” of education intergenerational mobility effect
research, clarifying the controversies and contradictions and exploring the theoretical
mechanism behind it. It is important to clarify the controversies and contradictions and
explore the theoretical mechanisms behind them, in order to give play to education for
intergenerational mobility.

Key words: educational intergenerational mobility; transmission mechanism; review

and prospect
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