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FEAMUESE , ACBRZCE W 2% 2F 22l il gt B A 8 2 W00 /R (Castro et al.
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Research on the Influence Mechanism of Parent-Child
Discrepancies in Educational Expectations on Academic

Performance of Junior High School Students
PAN Hui-fan' LI Jia-zhe®
(1. Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University;

2. School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University)

Abstract: In China, parents in primary and secondary schools are anxious about their
children’s education, and the family education is more and more important. We use multiple
linear regression and structural equation model to analyze the effects of parent-child
discrepancies in educational expectations on academic performance of junior high school
students. The research has found that: (1) Compared with the high educational expectations
of both parents and children, higher parents’ educational expectations, lower parents’
educational expectations and the low educational expectations of both parents and children all
have significant negative impacts on the academic achievement of junior high school
students; (2) Academic pressure plays a mediating role in the relationship between parent-
child discrepancies in educational expectations ( higher parents’ educational expectations VS
high educational expectations of both parents and children) and the academic achievement of

junior high school students; (3) The investment in family education plays a mediating role
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in the relationship between parent-child discrepancies in educational expectations (lower
parents’ educational expectations or low educational expectations of both parents and children
VS high educational expectations of both parents and children) and the academic achievement
of junior high school students. Therefore, we suggest that parents of junior high school
students should reasonably determine their children’s growth expectations and try to share
the high educational expectations with their children ; When parents’ educational
expectations are higher than their children’s, parents should help their children relieve their
academic pressure; When parents’ educational expectations are lower than their children’s or
parents and children share the low educational expectations, parents should increase their
investment in family education, especially parent-child communication and home-school
communication, so as to promote children’s academic performance.

Key words: parent-child discrepancies in educational expectations; academic pressure;

investment in family education; academic performance
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