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Research on the influence of education on Chinese family fertility

intention from the perspective of income class
LI Chang-an' s, YANG Zhi-jiao', FAN Xiao-hai’
(1. School of Government Management, University of International Business and Economics;

2. School of Finance and Economics, Remin University of China)

Abstract: Based on the data of China’s comprehensive social survey in 2015 and 2017,
the article uses the instrumental variable method to empirically test the degree and
mechanism of the impact of education on childbearing willingness in different income
groups. The empirical results show that the impact of education on childbearing willingness is
different in different income levels. In low-income and middle-income groups, the increase of
education will reduce childbearing willingness, It has inhibitory effect on fertility desire, but
it does not show significant effect in the high-income class. Robustness test further supports
the above conclusions. This paper investigates the difference of the mechanism of education
on different income classes from three aspects: “education cost”, “education culture” and
“education class”. The results show that the mechanism of the influence of education level on
fertility desire is different in different income classes. For the middle income class, the

“education

inhibition of the increase of education level on the fertility will is affected by
cost”, “education culture” and “education class”; However, in the low-income class, the
increase of education level has an inhibitory effect on the fertility desire mainly because of the
“education culture” mechanism. Therefore, when making policies, we should focus on the

fertility wishes of the low-income groups to prevent falling into the low fertility trap.

Key words: education level; income class; fertility intention; instrumental variable method
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