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From Narrowing Gap to Integrated Development:
The Reality and Reflection of Urban and Rural

Compulsory Education Integration
ZHENG Lei', ZHENG Yi-min®, CHEN Rong-yu’
(1. Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University
2. Siming District People’s Government Office of Xiamen Municipality

3. The Center for Economic Research, Shandong University)

Abstract: The integration of urban and rural compulsory education is not only an
important goal to promote educational equity in the new era, but also a basic guarantee to
promote the integrated development of urban and rural areas with education. The policy

“

orientation of urban-rural compulsory education development has changed from “narrowing

’, to “balanced development of compulsory

the gap between urban and rural education’
education in the county”, to “integrated development of urban and rural areas”. Based on the
analysis of relevant data, we found that the integration of urban and rural compulsory
education has made great progress in terms of equal access to schools and balanced allocation
of educational resources between urban and rural students, but there is still a significant gap
between the educational outcomes of urban and rural students. Combined with the economic
and social development situation in the new era, there are many challenges to further
promote the integration of urban and rural compulsory education: In the process of
urbanization, the new dualistic system within cities has highlighted, which leads to a
stagnation in the flow of educational production factors between urban and rural areas and
restricts the optimal spatial allocation of educational resources. In this regard, it is necessary
to improve the quality and expand the capacity of urban and rural education with “taking
people as the core”, seize the opportunity of the new educational infrastructure, and
improve the quality of education for rural students; follow the law of population
concentration and mobility, and accelerate the expansion of urban education resources; drive
educational services supply with innovation, and improve the equalization of public service
mechanism.

Key words: integration of urban and rural compulsory education; rural revitalization;

new urbanization; resource spatial allocation
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