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The Effect of Poverty Alleviation Policy on the Children of
Rural Families Receiving Higher Education: Evidence from

China Household Finance Survey Data
LI Jun-jie' , SU Li-feng®, LV Wei-jian®
(1. School of Public Management, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics;
2. Academy of China Open Economy Studies, Institute of Education and Economy Research.

University of International Business and Economics)

Abstract: The comprehensive success of China’s poverty alleviation efforts has not only
brought about economic and social development in rural areas and an improvement in
people’s living standards, but also to a certain extent benefits the improvement of higher
education opportunities for children from rural families. The study is based on the China
Household Finance Survey (CHFS) data from 2012 to 2018, using the Double
Difference (DID) method and the Precision Poverty Alleviation Policy starting in 2014 as the
main policy tool, to measure and evaluate the policy effect of poverty alleviation policies on
higher education opportunities for rural families in China. Research has found that the
implementation of targeted poverty alleviation policies has increased the average higher
education enrollment opportunities of children from rural impoverished households by about
5. 7%, mainly reflected in a significant increase in the probability of receiving education at
the college level or above, but the improvement in education opportunities at the undergraduate
level or above is not significant. The research conclusion provides necessary empirical
evidence for evaluating the policy effects of poverty alleviation work in China, promoting the
effective connection between the consolidation of poverty alleviation achievements in the new
era and rural revitalization, and promoting fair opportunities for higher education.

Key words: poverty alleviation policies; higher education; admission opportunities;

rural education
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