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Gender Differences in Returns on Education for Flexible Employment

Workers in New Forms of Business
LAI De-sheng', GUAN Qi-yue’*, MA Han-lin®
(1. Department of Social Governance and Ecological Advancement, Party School of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China/National Academy of Governance; 2. Graduate School,
Party School of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China/National Academy of

Governance; 3. Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing University of Technology)

Abstract: Using data from the 2021 Chinese Social Survey, this paper examines the gender
differences in the returns to education of flexibly employed workers in the new mode of
employment using the 2SLS regression model and the Oaxaca-Blinder decomposition method. The
study finds that: Firstly, compared with the traditional fixed employment mode, the flexible
employment mode in the new industry can effectively increase the rate of return on education of
female workers, and give them more employment opportunities and choices; Secondly, although
the improvement of the education level plays an important role in increasing the income of
workers, female workers are in a disadvantageous position in terms of income level and rate of
return on education compared with male workers; Thirdly, there is heterogeneity within the
flexible employment labor market under the new mode, and there are significant gender differences
in the return on education of workers in two different employment modes; Fourthly, gender
discrimination in the labor market is still the main reason for the gender income gap, and the
impact of gender discrimination on the income gap of workers under the new flexible employment
mode is even more obvious. In view of this, the development and upgrading of the tertiary industry
should be accelerated to promote the prosperous development of the new economy and new
industries, so as to provide more employment choices for female workers; support policies and
supporting systems for new employment patterns should be strengthened to narrow the income gap
between male and female workers due to the remuneration of their labor; the skills training of
flexible employees in new industries should be strengthened to enhance the competitiveness of
the disadvantaged groups; Reduce gender discrimination in the labor market, give female
workers more employment opportunities, and encourage them to make use of their own
strengths to participate in employment.

Key words: returns on education; flexible employment; gender differences; new

forms of business
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