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Preschool Education Expansion and Fertility Intention of

Young People of Childbearing Age
XIE Jia-qi, LIU Ze-yun

(Business School, Beijing Normal University)

Abstract: Under the current background of China’s fertility downturn, it is urgent to

‘

improve the fertility willingness of young people, and to alleviate the “work-parenting
conflict” is the key to the construction of fertility support policy system. This paper examines
the effect of preschool education expansion policy on the reproductive intention of young
people of childbearing age. The theoretical analysis based on the two-stage family decision
model shows that the impact of preschool education expansion on family fertility intention
depends on two opposite effects: the work or leisure release effect and the preschool
education cost crowding effect, the former leads to the increase of fertility intention, the
latter leads to the decrease of fertility intention. Based on the empirical study of the growth
rate of kindergartens in prefecture-level cities from 2010 to 2013 and the individual micro-
data of CLDS2016, it is found that the release effect of work or leisure is dominant. and the
expansion of preschool education has a significant positive impact on the reproductive
intention of young people of childbearing age. This conclusion remains valid after a series of
robustness tests. The article suggests that under the current new population situation, to
increase the supply of public services for early childhood education, it should highlight its
care role, promote support for kindergartens to carry out integrated care services, improve
the inclusive level of preschool education resources, and pay attention to class differences,
which will help improve the availability of formal care services for children, reduce the
burden on families, and fully release the reproductive potential of young people. We will
promote the effective implementation of the fertility policy and ease the current downturn in
fertility.

Key words: preschool education expansion; fertility intention; child care;

educational cost
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