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An Analysis of the Policy Texts from the China’s Preschool Education

Funding Policies: Based on the “4W” Analytical Framework
LI Zhen-yi', LEI Wan-peng®
(1. Faculty of Education, Henan Normal University;

2. College of Education, Central China Normal University)

Abstract: A scientifically sound financial assistance system for preschool education is an
important institutional guarantee to meet the admission needs of more economically
disadvantaged school-age children from families, and is of great significance for promoting
social fairness. The study analyzed 44 preschool education funding policy texts from 31
provinces in China and identified the following characteristics of the preschool education
funding policies: Funding targets, the focus is on children from economically disadvantaged
families, orphans, and children with disabilities. Funding content, special funding is the
primary type, supplemented by comprehensive funding. Funding methods: grants are the
main form of support, with reductions and exemptions as supplementary measures. Funding
sources: government funding is predominant, with contributions from kindergartens and
social organizations as supplementary. Currently, the preschool education funding policies in
China face challenges such as difficulties in identifying funding targets, a limited scope of
funding, low funding standards with significant regional disparities, and issues with funding
guarantees. Key measures to improve preschool education funding policies in China include
establishing a national funding system for preschool children, clarifying funding targets and
ratios, increasing funding standards, enhancing the cost-sharing mechanism, and ensuring
stable and sustainable funding sources.

Key words: early childhood financial assistance policy; socially disadvantaged children;

the equity of early childhood education
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