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A Study on the Government’s Policy of Purchasing Public Services
in Compulsory Education for Migrant Children: A Case Study of

Six Cities from the Pearl River Delta
WU Kai-jun, ZHOU Jun-zuo, DOU Ya-fei

(School of Education, Guangzhou University)

Abstract: The government’s purchase of private elementary education enrollment is an
important measure for population-inflow-driven cities to solve the problem of children of
migrant workers. This paper selects six cities from the Pearl River Delta which have a large
number of migrant children to evaluate the implementation of the government’s policy of
purchasing enrollments through the combination of policy text analysis and interview survey.
The research finds that under the regulation of national policies, local government policy
implementation has the characteristics of indirect purchase as the main purchase method,
varying recipients and sponsors according to the local situation, similar subsidy standards
and stable subsidy levels, and clear financial responsibilities and diverse allocation methods,
etec. In terms of policy effectiveness, the government’s policy of purchasing enrollments
reflects the main responsibility of local governments to fulfill the supply of basic public
services for education, plays a role in promoting educational equity to ensure the enrollment
of migrant children to a certain extent, and plays a synergistic effect with the policy of
standardizing private compulsory education. However, the policy is faced with challenges
such as the sinking of expenditure responsibility, the generalization of subsidy objects, the
poor quality of purchase, the absence of process management, and the adjustment of
supporting policies. The key to optimize the arrangement of the government’s purchase of
enrollments is to promote and standardize the development of private education, accelerate
the construction of education in the same city, and perfect the mechanism of enrollments
purchase. Countermeasures and suggestions are as follows: standardize the development of
private compulsory education in light of local conditions, scientifically divide government
responsibility for fiscal expenditure, improve the working mechanism for purchasing
degrees, reasonably control the scale of government purchasing degrees, and orderly expand
the supply of public compulsory education degrees.

Key words: government purchase public services for enrollment; migrant children;

compulsory education; policy implementation
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