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Can the Development of Digital Economy Alleviate Overeducation?
GU Jun-yi's LI Yi-xuan®, ZHAO Xin-hui’
(1. School of Economics and Finance. University of International Relations;
2. Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University;
3. Department of Social & Ecological Studies, Party School of the Central Committee of

C. P. C /National Academy of Governance)

Abstract: Improving the quality of employment matching is an important way to
alleviate the structural employment contradiction in China and promote high-quality economic
development. Based on the data from China Family Panel Studies in 2014, 2016, 2018 and
2020, this paper examines the impact of the development of digital economy on
overeducation from the perspective of employment mismatch. The results show that, firstly,
the development of digital economy significantly reduces the probability of overeducation
among workers, which helps to improve employment mismatch and enhance the efficiency
of human capital allocation. Secondly, digital economy mainly reduces the probability of
overeducation through two channels: information acquisition and skill demand creation.
Thirdly, digital economy has heterogeneous effects on different samples, mainly reducing
the probability of overeducation among women, agricultural household registration, and
workers in the central and western regions, with obvious inclusiveness. However, digital
economy can only alleviate the overeducation problem in non-institutional sectors, but it has
no significant impact within institutional sectors. This paper provides a new perspective on
how to achieve higher quality and fuller employment in the context of digital economy, and
has important policy implications for accelerating the development of digital economy and
alleviating structural contradictions in employment.

Key words: digital economy; overeducation; job mismatch
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