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A Study on the Factors Influencing the Demand of Parents of

Infants and Young Children for Childcare
QIU Hua-xiang

(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University)

Abstract: Analyzing the childcare demand of parents of infants and young children from
the perspective of individual behavioral mechanisms and influencing factors has significant
practical implications. It can stimulate birth potential and enhance the willingness to have
children. This analysis is crucial for addressing societal issues such as declining birth rates. It
also provides valuable insights for constructing a national childcare service system and
effectively providing resources. Using questionnaire data from nine provinces across China’s
eastern, central, and western regions, this study employs multiple regression analysis to
identify factors influencing parents’ demand for childcare services. The study found that
grandparental support and family economic conditions significantly influence parents’
childcare demand. Higher costs associated with career development and income lead to
greater demand for childcare. Additionally, parents’ childcare demand increases with higher
recognition of the value of childcare services. Therefore, it is recommended to prioritize
potential needs and create conditions for providing childcare services to low-income
families. Efforts should also focus on diversifying childcare service offerings and significantly
developing employer-sponsored childcare programs.

Key words: parents of infants and young children; childcare needs; influencing factor
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