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The Impact of Teacher Mobility on the Quality of Compulsory Education:

An Empirical Analysis Based on the China Education Panel Survey
DU Ling-ling', WANG Yi-wen' , ZHENG Lei’
(1. Center of Teacher Research, Beijing Academy of Educatnal Sciences;

2. Faculty of Education/Capital Institute for Economics of Education, Beijing Normal University)

Abstract: Promoting the mobility of teachers is an important strategy for advancing the
fairness and high-quality development of compulsory education. Based on China Education
Panel Survey(CEPS), it is found that teacher mobility has a significant positive impact on
the quality of compulsory education through OLS fixed effect model and quantile
regression. However, such influence exists urban-rural heterogeneity and individual
heterogeneity of students. Teacher mobility can enhance the Chinese and English academic
performance of rural students, benefiting higher-achieving students more. It has a negative
impact on rural students’ mathematics scores with those having lower scores being more
adversely affected, and no significant effect on their cognitive abilities. The modes of
mobility, motivations for mobility, and students’ maladjustment may be the reasons for the
above phenomena. Policy formulation needs to consider different mobility motivations,
design personalized career development plans for teachers, strengthen top-level policy
design, prudently formulate implementation rules, pay attention to the matching and
adaptation issues between mobile teachers and students, and build a comprehensive, all-
round support system to ensure more secure teacher mobility.

Key words: teacher mobility; compulsory education quality; urban-rural heterogeneity
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