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Forecasting the Scale of China’s Postgraduate Education and

Supply-Demand Gap of Educational Resources towards 2035
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Abstract: In order to accelerate the construction of a strong country in postgraduate
education and promote the connotative development of postgraduate education, it is
necessary to make a forward-looking prediction of the gap between the supply and demand of
resources for postgraduate education in China in the future. Based on the data of the 7th
Census and using the PADIS-INT international common population forecasting software,
the study forecasts the scale of postgraduate education enrolment and the demand for
resources in China from 2024 to 2035 by setting two standards of low and high number of
postgraduate students enrolled in 1,000 people and analyses the gap between the supply and
demand of postgraduate education resources in conjunction with a time-series model. It is
found that under the low-line standard, the scale of China’s postgraduate students will grow
to 6. 63 million in 2035, at which time the supply of human and financial resources can meet
the demand for expansion, but the supply of material resources is slightly insufficient;
under the high-line standard, the scale of China’s postgraduate students will grow to
14. 92 million in 2035, at which time the supply of human. financial and material resources
all will be in short supply. The study recommends steadily expanding the scale of
postgraduate education and synchronizing scale expansion with structural adjustment; under
the high-line standard, the investment of educational resources should be increased and the
quality of postgraduate education should be continuously guaranteed; under the low-line
standard, it is necessary to avoid the waste of educational resources and to implement the
management mode of tilting the resources of key disciplines.

Key words: postgraduate education; scale of education; educational resources; supply-

demand gap
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