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Does the Percentage of Left-behind Children in Class Affect
Students’ Approaches to Learning: An Empirical Study Based
on Urban Primary and Secondary School Students in Seven

Provinces of Central and Western China
GONG Xin', XIAO Jie', CAO Yuying’, FU Wei-dong’
(1. Faculty of Education, Central China Normal University;

2. No. 1 Middle School of Ling-bi County, An-hui Province;

3. Faculty of Artificial Inteligence in Education, Central China Normal University)

Abstract: Along with the advancement of the educational evaluation reform, the
approaches to learning that reflects the learning process and points to effective and lifelong
learning is worthy of attention. Class is an important environment for students to interact
with each other. With the acceleration of urbanization, the percentage of left-behind children
in the class of urban schools may have a silent transforming influence on the development of
individual students’ approaches to learning through the peer effect. Based on the survey data
of urban primary and secondary school students in 7 provinces of central and western China,
and using regression models with a quadratic term, results show that left-behind children
have a disadvantage in approaches to learning, and the relationship between the percentage
of left-behind children in the class and individual students’ approaches to learning presents a
U-shaped curve feature. Namely, when the percentage of left-behind children in the class
(i. e. , the left-behind ratio) is at a low level, an increase of the left-behind ratio leads to a
decrease in students’ approaches to learning, and when the left-behind ratio exceeds the
threshold, an increase of the left-behind ratio leads to a higher level of students’ approaches
to learning. It is suggested that schools should improve the way of class assignment, build a
harmonious classroom atmosphere, and improve the policy for children studying in cities
outside the household registration places.

Key words: percentage of left-behind children in the class; approaches to learning;

peer effect; urban schools in central and western China
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