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The Characteristics, Challenges and Countermeasures of
Student Aid Funds in China under the Background of Building
a Country Strong in Education: Based on the Analysis of the

“China Student Aid Development Report 2013 —2023”
MAQO Jian-qing' » WANG Zhen-zhen', CHEN Wen-bo
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Abstract: Since the 18th National Congress of the CPC, China’s student aid funds have
been continuously expanding, playing an important role in ensuring education equity and
enhancing education quality. Through an analysis of the“China Student Aid Development
Report 2013—2023”, several characteristics regarding the scale and structure of student aid
funds are identified: a continuous increase in total investment over time, a declining ratio of
student aid per student to national per capita consumption expenditure; dominance of
financial input in student aid funds; allocation of the largest proportion of student aid to
general higher education; and growing regional disparities in levels of student aid. Based on
a comparison with the United States, it is found that China’s student financial aid is still
facing the challenges of relatively small scale. hierarchical structure, regional distribution
and funding sources to be optimized. To achieve its goal of building a country strong in
education with higher quality and equity, China should further optimize the scale and
structure of its student aid funds by maintaining economic stable growth; deepening reforms
in basic education’s student aid system; improving the informationalized level of student aid;
establishing and strengthening the mechanism for funds sharing; as well as promoting
legislative processes pertaining to student aid.

Key words: building a country strong in education; student aid; aid funds; China
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