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Industry-Education Integration: Historical Evolution,
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2. China Institute for Educational Finance Research, Peking University)

Abstract; With the ongoing development of the modern vocational education system,
the“visible hand”has gradually become the dominant force in adjusting vocational education
layout, while the role of the“invisible hand”has diminished. To assess whether the vocational
education layout aligns with economic and industrial needs, this paper introduces a
pioneering measurement method for the industry-education layout relationship and applies it
to a case study of Jiangsu Province. Macro-level analysis reveals that from 2002 to 2022, the
alignment between higher education layout and regional economy in Jiangsu improved, while
the relationship between secondary vocational education layout and regional economy
weakened significantly. At the micro level, the study identifies two key factors contributing
to the misalignment of secondary vocational education with industry needs: the mismatch
between student enrollment and local industrial spatial distribution, and the misalignment
between vocational school program structure and local industry employment demands.

Key words: integration between industry and education; vocational education;

measurement; spatial distribution; vocational training programs structure
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